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/Abstract
Academic vocabulary is an essential part of academic language and a strong predictor of academic
success; therefore, knowledge of what academic vocabulary is and how it should be taught is an
important aspect of second language teachers’ pedagogical competence. This paper introduces
what academic vocabulary is, how it is distinct from general vocabulary, and what role it plays in
academic achievement. It also introduces techniques that can be used to teach such vocabulary
to learners of intermediate and upper intermediate language proficiency. The techniques that have
been suggested in this paper are aimed at engaging learners’ cognitive abilities in the process of
learning academic vocabulary. The paper argues that technology should be an integral component of
academic vocabulary instruction and suggests several online tools that learners can use to increase
and enhance their academic vocabulary. Finally, four English academic vocabulary word lists and
how they have been developed will be discussed in the hope that Persian language researchers and
teachers would be encouraged to devise such lists for university level students.

Key Words : academic vocabulary, second language, techniques of vocabulary instruction, technology,
word lists
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Defintion in our own words
A shape with four sides

Quadrilateral
Examples Non-examples
m square m Circle
m rectangle m triangle
m trapezoid m pentagon
m rhombus m dodecahedron

Facts/ Characteristics

4 sides

sides may or may not be of
equal length

sides may or may not be parallel
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Venus, Earth, Saturn, Milky Way, Jupiter,
Mars, Mercury, Solar System, Saturn,
Uranus, Neptune, Sun, Local Group.
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21. .Philip

22. general academic vocabulary

23. domain-specific vocabulary

24. Coxhead

25. Blachowicz, Fisher, Ogle, & Watts Taffe
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27. Wilga Rivers
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36. He
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38. Selvester

39. hypertexts

40. Academic Word List

41. written corpus

42. Academic KeyWord List

43. . Magali Paquot

44. Centre for English Corpus Linguistics
45. Academic Vocabulary list
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